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Editorial 

 

African Pause, Rewind and Fast Forward toward the 
Millennium Development Goals 

 
The United Nations adopted the Millennium Development Goals in 2015, aiming that by 2015, substantial progress 
would be made in eight key aspects of human welfare worldwide

1
: 

 
• Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 
• Achieve universal primary education  
• Promote gender equality and empower women  
• Reduce child mortality  
• Improve maternal health 
• Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other diseases 
• Ensure environmental sustainability 
• Develop a global partnership for development 
•  
African countries had the widest gap between the starting point and the goals, but many were optimistic.  
Accomplishments have been made in starts and stops.  Sometimes, nothing happens.  Sometimes, war, political strife, 
or Mother Nature steps in to rewind the progress, and we must start again.  The data presented in the following Tables 
is not encouraging, and Africa is the only region in the world where it seems very unlikely that any goal will be met by 
2015.  But we must not give up.  This is the time to push the Fast Forward button! 
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 United Nations – Millennium Development Goals: http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/bkgd.shtml  
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